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polynucleotide, a polynucleotide having a sequence complementary to 
said polynucleotide; a detection method using said complementary 
polynucleotide; a polynucleotide comprising a sequence of SeqldNo. 18 
or a fragment thereof, a polynucleotide having at least 90% sequence 
identity to said polynucleotide of SeqIdNo.18, a polynucleotide 
complementary to said polynucleotide of SeqIdNo.18; expression vector, 
host and recombinant method related thereto; a pharmaceutical 
composition comprising said polypeptide of SeqldNo.l; an antibody to 
said polypeptide of SeqldNo.l or fragment of said polypeptide of 
SeqldNo.l; an agonist to said polypeptide of SeqldNo.l; an antagonist 
to said polypeptide of SeqldNo.l; therapeutic application thereof 

Inventions 2-17: claims 1-20 (all partially) 

Idem as for subject 1 but limited to each of the polypeptide sequences 
as 1n SeqIdNo.2-17 and the corresponding polynucleotide sequences as in 
SeqldNo. 19-34, wherein respectively invention 2 is limited to SeqldNo. 2 
and SeqldNo. 19, invention 3 is limited to SeqldNo. 3 and SeqldNo. 20, ... , 
invention 17 is limited to SeqldNo. 17 and SeqldNo. 34. 
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Although claim 19 is directed to a method of treatment of the 
human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the 
alleged effects of the compound/composition. 
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Claims 17, 18 and 20 refer to an agonist, an antagonist and to the use of 
an antagonist of the polypeptide of claim 1 without giving a true 
technical characterization. Moreover, no such compound is defined in the 
application* In consequence, the scope of said claims is ambiguous and 
vague, and their subject-matter is not sufficiently disclosed and 
supported (Art. 5 and 6 PCT)- No search can be carried out for such 
speculative claims the wording of which is, in fact, a mere recitation of 
the results to be achieved. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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